
The Committee System

     Any Member in the House of Representatives may introduce a bill at any time while the
House is in session by simply placing it in the "hopper" provided for the purpose at the side of
the Clerk's desk in the House Chamber. The sponsor's signature must appear on the bill. A
public bill may have an unlimited number of co-sponsoring Members. The bill is assigned its
legislative number by the Clerk and referred to the appropriate committee by the Speaker, with
the assistance of the Parliamentarian. The bill is then printed in its introduced form, which you
can read in Bill Text . If a bill was introduced today, summary information about it can be
found in Bill Status Today   

An important phase of the legislative process is the action taken by committees. It is during
committee action that the most intense consideration is given to the proposed measures; this is
also the time when the people are given their opportunity to be heard. Each piece of legislation
is referred to the committee that has jurisdiction over the area affected by the measure.

  

For more information on this step of the legislative process see Introduction and Reference to
Committee  of How Our Laws
Are Made .

  Consideration by Committee
  Public Hearings and Markup Sessions
Usually the first step in this process is a public hearing, where the committee members hear
witnesses representing various viewpoints on the measure. Each committee makes public the
date, place and subject of any hearing it conducts. The Committee Meetings  scheduled for
today are available along with other 
House Schedules 
. Public announcements are also published in the Daily Digest portion of the 
Congressional Record
.  

A transcript of the testimony taken at a hearing is made available for inspection in the
committee office, and frequently the complete transcript is printed and distributed by the
committee.

  

After hearings are completed, the bill is considered in a session that is popularly known as the
"mark-up" session. Members of the committee study the viewpoints presented in detail.
Amendments may be offered to the bill, and the committee members vote to accept or reject
these changes.

  

This process can take place at either the subcommittee level or the full committee level, or at
both. Hearings and markup sessions are status steps noted in the Legislative Action portion of 
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http://thomas.loc.gov/home/c110query.html
http://thomas.loc.gov/bss/d110query.html
http://thomas.loc.gov/home/lawsmade.bysec/introtocomm.html
http://thomas.loc.gov/home/lawsmade.bysec/introtocomm.html
http://thomas.loc.gov/home/lawsmade.toc.html
http://thomas.loc.gov/home/lawsmade.toc.html
http://www.house.gov/daily/comlist.html
http://www.house.gov/house/floor/thisweek.htm
http://thomas.loc.gov/home/r110query.html


The Committee System

Bill Status
.

  Committee Action
At the conclusion of deliberation, a vote of committee or subcommittee Members is taken to
determine what action to take on the measure. It can be reported, with or without amendment,
or tabled, which means no further action on it will occur. If the committee has approved
extensive amendments, they may decide to report a new bill incorporating all the amendments.
This is known as a "clean bill," which will have a new number. Votes in committee can be found
in Committee Votes.  

If the committee votes to report a bill, the Committee Report  is written. This report describes
the purpose and scope of the measure and the reasons for recommended approval. House
Report numbers are prefixed with "H.Rpt." and then a number indicating the Congress (currently
107).

    

For more information on bills and resolutions see Consideration by Committee  in How Our
Laws Are Made
.
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http://thomas.loc.gov/bss/d110query.html
http://thomas.loc.gov/cp110/cp110query.html
http://thomas.loc.gov/home/lawsmade.bysec/considbycomm.html
http://thomas.loc.gov/home/lawsmade.toc.html
http://thomas.loc.gov/home/lawsmade.toc.html

